
Shivangi  

Shivangi was not disabled since her birth. When she was 2 year old, she fell sick and 

acquired a severe fever, which remained in her body for a long time; her right leg 

became thin and bendy. So her father, who works as a daily labor, consulted a doctor in 

an Ayurvedic hospital in Puri. After this she underwent an operation, and was cured at 

the moment, rendering her capable of walking properly. 

However, a similar issue has risen now, and she is facing the same ache again in her left 

leg. It hurts when she moves, but her family refuses to take her seriously and consult a 

doctor for treatment. Apparently they have no money for the medical expenses they 

might incur. This is why Shivangi swallows the pain and remains silent.  

She is doing her graduation from Puri SCS College. Her house is only 1 kilometer away 

from the college, yet she is unable to travel between the two by walking. She requests 

anyone who goes through that way on a bike or a cycle, to drop her off, and on days 

when there is no one to help, she doesn’t attend classes. Her only sorrow is the fact that 

her parents do not pay heed to her will to study, and do not appreciate the importance 

of her education. She receives disabled pension, but since she was not aware about the 

scholarship attached to it, she couldn’t apply. But the one thing about her that is very 

inspiring is the truth that despite all these tribulations, she is very enthusiastic. In spite 

of her parents’ neglect, acute poverty and her agonizing illness, she is interested in 

pursuing her studies. Even though the community members criticize and taunt her, with 

regards to her disability, she does not let it get the better of her and bother her. She 

covets to receive computer training, but her economical condition limits her. She is also 

interested in doing part-time job, and serving the cause of disabled women. She wants 

to prove that she is capable enough to stand on her own feet.  

 


